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Salyards  
Middle School 

  

21757 Fairfield Place Drive  

Cypress, Texas 77433 

281.373.2400 

7:25 a.m. ð 2:40 p.m.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Salyards Middle School in Cypress Fairbanks ISD!  Through inspiration 

from our parent groups, we bring you this guide to assist you during your time here at 

SMS.  Should you need additional assistance, you may always reach our front office 

staff.  We are so glad you have chosen our school as your childôs learning destination! 

  

Please check our SMS website, Facebook page, or twitter account for additional 

information about the Salyards family as well as campus schedules and events.   
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Directory 
 

Principal 

Liz Wood 

 

Director of Instruction 

Dr. Jennifer Bell 

 

Academic Achievement Specialist  

Kandace Blowey 

 

Assistant Principals 

 6th Grade: Kerri Mauney 

 7th Grade: Shannon Spear 

 8th Grade: Sarah Hubble 

 

Counselors 

 6th Grade: Michelle Kolb 

 7th Grade: Sarah Lacey 

 8th Grade: Amber Hurst 

 

 

 

Special Education 

 Liaison: Meaghan Markette 

 Diagnostician: Keisha Berry 

 Speech Pathologist: Tina Guest 

 Secretary: Kari Schriewer 

 

Campus Content Instructional Specialists 

(CCIS) 

 Language Arts: Laurie Fuller 

 Mathematics: Susan Rosenauer 

 Science: Jana Echols 

 Social Studies: Amanda Banks 

 

Athletic Coordinators 

 Girls: Lisa Meadows 

 Boys: Brannon Baumbouree 

  

Attendance: Rachel Garza-Silva 

Registrar: Laura Whorley 

Clinic: Laura Pham 

Librarian: Laura Poff 
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ACADEMICS 
  

Cy Fair ISD Mission   

Maximize every studentôs potential through rigorous and relevant learning experiences preparing students 

to be 21st century global leaders. 

  

SMS Mission 

Salyards Middle School strives to empower, motivate, encourage, and support all learners to achieve 

success. 

  

Campus Vision  

SMS creates an exemplary learning environment that embraces the 21st century by challenging all 

students to   experience hands-on learning, utilize technology, communicate and collaborate with others, 

and become college and career ready in an effort to take students beyond what they ever thought possible. 

 

College & Career Readiness Skills   

We believe very strongly in preparing students not only for the next grade level, but for     college and 

career as well.  We teach and model our Cypress Fairbanks ISD Cornerstones:  communication, problem 

solving, critical thinking information literacy, creative thinking, collaboration, and social contribution so 

your children will have an advantage as they enter high school and beyond.   

  

Different Learning Styles   

We believe students should be introduced to many different styles of learning.  Here at SMS, your child 

will participate in classroom discussions and debates, work with partners to solve relevant issues, employ 

research to create online products, and learn through teacher- as well as student-driven classrooms.  We 

want our students to be prepared for what lies ahead in their learning lives and to engage in learning as 

much as possible while inside our classrooms as well as throughout the community. 
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 Our course catalog for Cy Fair ISD gives us several options to capitalize 

on your childôs skills as a learner. 

  

Academic Classes (on level) 
Academic courses offer rigor set by the state standards.  Our teachers are 

well versed in the core content and are able to provide instruction at very 

high levels for all of our students enrolled in academic courses. 

 

K Level (level 1) Classes 
K-level (level 1) classes have a more rigorous and in-depth content focus 

than academic (on-level) classes. For this reason, there is specific criteria for 

entry and to remain in k-level classes. These classes often move at a faster pace, include 

different types of assignments, and require additional outside reading. These classes are designed to 

challenge students beyond grade-level academic courses and prepare them for success in future advanced 

coursework. Students may require additional encouragement and support from both family and campus 

staff to be successful in advanced classes. Students enrolled in advanced classes in English, math, science, 

or social studies should have an interest in and an aptitude for the subject.  

  

Horizons (Gifted & Talented) Courses 
The pure Horizons courses available in MS are HORIZONS World Cultures, grade 6; HORIZONS Texas 

History, grade 7; and HORIZONS United States History, grade 8. Other courses appropriate for 

HORIZONS students are designated HORIZONS/K-Level. These courses are for HORIZONS, as well as 

other academically-advanced students. Included are reading, grade 6; language arts, grades 6-8; 

mathematics, grades 6-7; Algebra I, grade 8, and science grades 6-. Identified HORIZONS students who 

are enrolled in the designated HORIZONS/K-Level courses must meet and maintain the K-Level criteria 

to enter and remain enrolled in the course(s). Information about Horizons can be discussed with the 

Director of Instruction at SMS.   
  

PROGRESS REPORTS 
Progress Reports will be sent home with students during the 4th week of each grading period, unless the 

4th week ends in the middle of a school week.  Parents may always access student grades through the 

Home Access Center. 

  

REPORT CARDS  
Report cards for all students will be mailed following each six weeksô grading period.  Students will 

receive numerical grades and conduct grades in each   subject.  Parents should receive report cards, via 

the U.S. Mail, 5 to 10 days after the end of each six weeks grading period.  Students in Student Council, 

Buildersô Club, or students who serve as office assistants will be placed on ñprobationò if they receive a 

conduct grade of ñIò (Needs Improvement) or ñUò (Unsatisfactory).  Subsequent marks of ñIò or ñUò will 

result in removal from the program/club.   

  

TEXTBOOKS 
Textbooks are available online only. The student may obtain information about accessing their textbook 

from their teacher. There are a few class sets of textbooks available in certain subject areas; however, 

these are not available for check out. 
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EXAMS (SEMESTER/END OF YEAR) 
Each day is a day for teaching and learning at Salyards.  Please consult the district calendar prior to 

making vacation plans.  All semester exams are scheduled to take place prior to the end of the semester.  

All students are responsible to take their exams on the scheduled day.  No exams will be given prior to the 

scheduled date.   

  

TUTORIALS 
Tutorial sessions will be held Monday through Thursday either before school or from 2:45 p.m. ï 3:15 

p.m.  (Teachers will determine and communicate tutoring availability.) There will be tutoring available 

MondayðThursday for all contents but not necessarily with your studentôs teacher. Tutorials provide 

teacher-assisted, skill-focused instruction to enhance studentsô success in the classroom.  Tutorial 

attendance is strongly recommended for students with averages below 70. Students must sign up with 

their teacher to attend tutoring.  Students must make their locker stops between 2:40 p.m. and 2:45 p.m. 

and pick up everything they need for tutorials and home.  At 3:15 p.m. each tutorial teacher will escort 

students to the front entrance if they are a car rider or to study hall if they are riding the late bus.  All 

students staying for tutorials who are car riders must be picked up no later than 3:45 p.m.    
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Retest/Redo Procedures 

¶ A student has one opportunity each grading period to retake a test for which he/she earned a 

failing grade (a grade below 70). 

¶ DPMs and Benchmarks are not included in the retest opportunity. 

¶ Projects/Papers assigned two or more weeks prior to the due date are not eligible for 

resubmission. 

¶ A student has one opportunity to redo a daily grade for which the student earned a failing grade 

(a grade below 70). 

¶ The highest grade a student can earn on a retest/redo is a 70. 

¶ A reteach of some kind will be required and may be in the form of a tutorial session before a 

retest is allowed. 

¶ The teacher will determine the format of the redo/retest (same format, similar format, or different 

format). 

¶ Upon completion of the redo/retest opportunity, that assignment grade will have a .1 attached. 
 

 

Late Work Procedures 

¶ Any assignment not submitted by the assigned due date will be entered as a grade of 1. This 

indicates the assignment is missing but still eligible for some credit. 

¶ Projects/Papers assigned two or more weeks prior to the due date will be assessed the a 10 point 

per day penalty for up to three days if not turned in on time. 

¶ All assignments due during the first half of a grading period must be turned in by progress reports 

to receive any credit. Any assignment not turned in will be given a grade of 0 to indicate it may 

no longer be turned in for credit. 

¶ All assignments due during the second half of a grading period must be turned in by the end of 

the grading period to receive any credit. Any assignment not turned in will be given a grade of 0 

to indicate it may no longer be turned in for credit. 

 

1 Day Late 10 points off 

2 Days Late Additional 10 points off 

3 Days Late Additional 10 points off 

Maximum Points Deducted 30 
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COMMUNICATION 
 

Home Access Center 
Parents are encouraged to log into the Home Access Center at which you can check your childôs grades, 

lunch account, and attendance.  Parents can access the HAC at any time, and grades are updated in real 

time which many of our parents find helpful in staying on top of their childôs learning. If you need a 

parent password for HAC, please contact your childôs counselor. 

 

Emergency Communication 
If there is a family emergency and you need to reach your childôs teacher, please call the main phone line 

at 281-373-2400.  We can relay the message to your childôs teacher.   

 

Teacher Communication 
Our teachers communicate to their parent groups through group email messages, remind, teacher 

websites, and Home Access Center.  If you need to contact your childôs teacher(s), email and phone 

messages are a great way to communicate with them.  We want to offer a return phone call or email 

within a 24-hour period so your questions can be answered in a timely fashion. 

  

Remind  
Our staff uses Remind 101 to send reminders of upcoming tests or assignments.  Remind 101 is a site 

which will text a message to recipients who have signed up for the service.  More information is available 

from your childôs teacher. 

 

To join the Salyards campus remind ï Create a new text message on your phone. Enter the number (832) 

323 ï 6118 in the phone number area of the message. Type @salyar in the message are of the text. Send. 

  

School Messenger  
SchoolMessenger, the district's mass notification system, will keep you informed about district and school 

activities, attendance, transportation and food service; and, most importantly, accurate, real-time 

information during an emergency situation. This system is designed to send phone calls, emails and text 

messages, allowing you to select how you prefer to be contacted.  

 

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter (@SalyardsMS) and Facebook page.  
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STUDENT SAFETY 
  

Student Badges 
Every Salyards student is expected to wear their badge on the provided lanyard each day to school, 

throughout the day, and to any school events after school hours. This badge helps to identify them as a 

Salyards student and is used for bus loading, eating in the cafeteria, checking out library books, and 

visiting the nurse. If a student loses theirs, it will cost them $1 for a temporary badge, $2 for a new 

lanyard, and $3 for a new badge.  

 

Visitor Badges 
We use the V-soft Badge System wherein visitors to the campus present their Driversô License, which is 

scanned, and a badge is printed.  While scanned, the badge is run through a national sex offender 

database.  Our staff is trained to stop parents should they not have a badge, as well as read the badge, and 

direct the visitor to the proper location. 

  

Monthly Safety Drills 
Our campus participates in a variety of monthly drills including fire, bad weather, intruder and lockdown.  

In addition, twice a semester we test our metal detector per state safety guidelines.  

  

CLASSROOM VISITS 
Visits to individual classrooms during instructional time are only permitted in accordance with district 

policy and with administrator and teacher approval.  Such visits shall not be permitted if their duration or 

frequency interferes with the delivery of instruction or disrupts the normal school environment.  Twenty-

four (24) hour advance notice is requested.  Please call your childôs assistant principal to make an 

appointment to visit your childôs classes. Students not enrolled at Salyards Middle School are not 

permitted to visit during the school day or during student dismissal.   

  

LEAVING CAMPUS 
If a student needs to leave campus during the school day, he/she must bring a note from a parent or 

guardian with the reason and dismissal time to the attendance office before 7:20 a.m.  Parents must come 

to the front desk to sign out and pick up their child.  A picture I.D. must be shown in order to sign out a 

child.  No student is allowed to walk off campus.   

  

CLINIC 
The clinic is for the purpose of receiving first aid treatment for injuries or sudden illness or to talk with 

the nurse about an individual health problem.  When it is necessary for a student to go to the clinic, he/she 

must get a signed pass from his/her teacher.  Students must sign in upon arrival.  A student will not be 

allowed in the clinic between classes without a pass, unless it is an emergency.  All medications must be 

in their original container with the studentôs name and dosage on the container.  A parent must bring the 

medication to school (students may not transport medication) and must complete a permission form.  All 

over the counter medications such as cough drops, Tylenol, Advil, etc. are also to be kept in the   clinic.  

Students should not have any medication in their possession.  Any student wishing to call home for parent 

pick-up due to illness must place their call from the clinic phone.  Cell phones are not to be used. 
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ATTENDANCE 
  

 

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE LAW 
A student between the ages of 6 and 18 must attend school unless the student is otherwise exempted or 

excused.  Also, a student enrolled in a public school pre-K or kindergarten program must attend school.  

A student absent, without permission from school or from any class, will be considered truant and subject 

to disciplinary action, which may also include court action.  Failure to comply with the compulsory 

attendance law is a class C misdemeanor and punishable by fine.  The district employs attendance officers 

to support students in maintaining good attendance.  Parents or students who have concerns about 

attendance should contact the grade level assistant principal or school attendance office for information 

and/or referral to an attendance officer. 

  

ABSENCES 
  
In order to keep up-to-date attendance records, please call the Attendance Office at 281-373-2402 prior to 

9:00 a.m. on the day of your studentôs absence.  If you reach the voice mail, please leave your childôs 

name, grade, and reason for illness. 

  

EXCUSED  
A person required to attend school may be excused for temporary absence resulting from any cause 

acceptable to the principal and the schoolôs attendance committee.  Students are required to provide a note 

from a parent or guardian for each absence within three (3) days from the date of the absence or 

consecutive absences.  This note is to include studentôs name and grade, reason for absence, telephone 

number of parent or guardian, and signature of parent or guardian.  If the student does not bring a note for 

being absent, the absence will be counted as unexcused. 

  

HEALTH CARE APPOINTMENT 
A student shall be excused for a temporary absence resulting from a visit to a health care professional if 

the student begins classes or returns to school on the same day of the appointment.  If the student 

satisfactorily completes the school work, the day of absence shall be counted as a day of compulsory 

attendance.  The student must provide a note from the health care professional to the attendance office 

upon his/her return. 

 

EXCESSIVE ABSENCES 
Contact your grade level assistant principal to discuss your excessive absences (EAôs).  Your assistant 

principal will help determine the number of hours needed to maintain credit. 

  

Additional information on student absences may be obtained from the Cypress-Fairbanks I.S.D. Student 

Handbook, located on the district website at www.cfisd.net.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cfisd.net/
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ACADEMIC MAKE-UP PROCEDURES 
Students shall be given the opportunity to complete make-up work for all absences.  It is the studentôs 

responsibility to ask each teacher for all make-up assignments.  They shall have a number of days equal to 

the number of days absent to complete and hand in such work.  Failure to turn in work or make-up work 

within this time may result in the student receiving no credit for work missed.   

  

TARDY POLICY             
Our expectation is that all students will arrive to class on time in order to assure maximum learning time 

in each class period every day and to heighten the awareness of each and every student to the importance 

of teaching-learning time.  Students tardy to class will receive a lunch detention (after four tardies: D-

Hall, DMC, suspension, and parent escort become options). 

  
Note Regarding 1st Period:  Students who are not in class by 7:25 a.m. will be counted tardy unless they 

have a note from a doctor/dentist stating the reason for arriving late to school.   Any notes (other than 

those from a doctor/dentist) will not excuse tardies.  
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Transportation 
  

BUS TRANSPORTATION 
Per the Student Handbook, students are only allowed to ride their assigned bus to and from their assigned 

bus stop.  Requests related to after-school activities, such as sports and scouts or after school care for 7th 

and 8th graders, cannot be approved.  Phone calls will not be accepted for transportation changes. Please 

refer to the Student Code of Conduct Book for district policy on bus conduct and procedures. 

   

CAR RIDER 
Car riders should be picked up in the front of the building beginning at 2:40 p.m.  Students should not be 

picked up later than 3:15 p.m.  Parents who are unable to pick up by this time should have their children 

ride the bus home.  Students on a transfer who are unable to be picked up by 3:15 p.m. may have their 

transfer revoked.  High school students will not be permitted to come to Salyards to wait to be picked up 

with a sibling.  Each student must be picked up at his/her designated home campus.   

NOTE:  Club Rewind is available as an after-school care option for individuals who are unable to be 

picked up on time.   

  

LATE BUS TRANSPORTATION 
Most weeks of the school year, late bus transportation will be 

provided Monday ï Thursday for students staying after school for 

school-related activities.  Students must be issued a late bus pass 

by a teacher in order to board buses.  Any discipline issue on late 

buses can result in immediate removal and loss of late bus 

privileges.  

  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Students who change their name, residence, mailing address, 

or telephone number after enrollment should immediately 

report the change to the registrar so that all   records may be 

corrected.  After a Change of Address form, along with an 

updated proof of residency (i.e., electric bill, water bill, 

etc.), has been completed and returned, students will be 

given a Change of Transportation form, allowing them to 

ride their new bus. 
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General Information 
  

CAF£  
Breakfast and lunch are available in the school café.  Lunches may be purchased from the à la carte line, 

regular tray line, or students may bring lunch from home.  Students are given 30 minutes for lunch.  

Students are expected to conduct themselves properly in the dining hall and should observe the following 

rules: 

 
¶ Clean up after yourself 

¶ Throw away all trash 

¶ Wait your turn and do not cut in line 

¶ Do not take food or drinks out of dining hall 

area 

¶ No running or horseplay 

¶ Roaming from table to table or throughout the 

dining hall is not permitted. 

¶ Remain seated unless throwing away trash or 

going to the restroom 

¶ Buy food only for yourself ï Do not share 

¶ your pin number 

¶ All students must remain in the dining hall unless 

given a hallway pass by an administrator 

¶ Wait to be dismissed 

 

 
Students may bring cash or check (made payable to Salyards Middle School) to the café to deposit in their 

lunch account.  Deposits are to be given to the cashier.    

  

 

LUNCH 
A lunch brought for a student must be delivered to the student by a parent/guardian and should contain 

only enough food for the child for whom it is intended (parent may not provide food for children other 

than their own).  Deliveries of large food orders (i.e. nugget trays, sandwich trays, large pizzas, 

cupcakes, cookie cakes, etc.) will not be accepted or delivered to the cafeteria.  In addition, food   

delivered by a restaurant for a student will not be accepted.  

  

 
BIRTHDAYS  
Parents may choose to deliver lunch on a childôs birthday for their child only . Large quantities of food 

(e.g. nugget trays, sandwich trays, large pizzas, cakes, cupcakes, cookie cakes etc. for ñmini-partiesò) will 

not be accepted or delivered to the dining hall.  In addition, deliveries of balloons/flowers will not be 

accepted or delivered to students.   
  
 

LOST AND FOUND 
Lost and found clothing and school items are located outside of the 6th grade assistant principalôs office.  

Any items not picked up by the end of each grading period will be donated to a local charity.  
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CELL PHONES 
Please refer to the District Student Code of Student Conduct book under ñProhibition of Electronic 

Communication Devicesò.  Cell phones are permitted but must not be visible and must be turned off 

during the instructional day.  From the time students enter the building in the morning until the time they 

exit in the afternoon, students are prohibited from using all personal 

telecommunication devices unless directed to do so by the teacher/adult.  

Placing the cell phone into silent/vibrate mode and text messaging is 

not considered ñturned offò and is prohibited (see the CFISD 

Student Code of Conduct). Students assume sole responsibility for 

loss of a cell phone.  However, if administrators are able to determine 

that another studentôs cell phone has been taken, appropriate 

consequences will be assigned to the individual responsible for 

taking the cell phone.  Cell phones that are confiscated from a 

student will be returned to a parent after the payment of a $15.00 

storage/security fee. 

  

 

NUISANCE ITEMS 
The student must assume sole responsibility for loss or damage to any personal or school issued property.  

Students are prohibited from having any aerosols while on Salyardsô campus (this includes perfumes and 

spray deodorants).  Nuisance items such as iPods, MP3 players, radios, cameras, lasers, tape recorders, 

balloons, stuffed toy animals, squirt/water guns, hats etc. are not permitted on campus.  The school 

administration is not responsible for pursuing lost or stolen nuisance items, including cell phones.  Any 

nuisance item brought to school will be taken up by a staff member and may be picked up on Friday of 

that week at 2:40 p.m.  All nuisance items not picked up prior to the end of the school year will be thrown 

away.  Failure to comply with nuisance item rules could result in disciplinary consequences outlined in 

the District Student Code of Conduct book. 

  

 

 AFTER SCHOOL 
Students who remain in the building after 2:40 p.m. must be in a supervised setting with a classroom 

teacher, coach, or d-hall teacher.  Unsupervised students will be escorted to after school d-hall and a 

parent contacted.  The student may be picked up or ride the late bus home at 4:30 p.m. 

  

IMPORTANT:  On game days, students must leave Salyards before attending the game. Students are not 

permitted to wait inside the building until the game starts.   
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COUNSELING 
Counselors at Salyards provide guidance and counseling services as 

well as administer state and district mandated standardized 

achievement tests. A student may request to see a counselor by 

completing a ñRequest to See a Counselorò form.  To serve parents 

more efficiently, the counselors request that an appointment be 

arranged unless the concern is an emergency.   

 

 

The counseling office provides many important services to students, 

teachers, parents and the community.  Some of these services 

include: 
  

 

¶ New student orientation 
¶ Standardized test administration and        

interpretation 

¶ Summer school registration ¶ Special education referrals and IEP meetings 

¶ Scheduling of students ¶ Report card and honor roll preparations 

¶ Group counseling 
¶ High school, college, and career planning 

information 

¶ Classroom guidance 
¶ Teach development skills through classroom 

groups 

¶ Referrals to community agencies ¶ Student activities for special recognition 

¶ Meetings and conferences with parents ¶ Personal, academic, and crisis counseling 
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES & 

SUPPORT 
  

ROAR Camp   
ROAR Camp gives our incoming 6th graders a chance to experience life on the   middle school campus 

before the first day of school.  Students have a chance to tour the    campus, participate in collaborative 

learning activities, and meet new friends.  ROAR Camp takes place the week before school begins. 

  

Student Groups   
We offer many different avenues for your child to explore their interests, including:  Athletics, Plays and 

Musicals, Music Performance (Choir, Band, Orchestra), Art, FCA, Student Council, Yearbook, Robotics, 

Mock UN, Chess, Builderôs Club, etc.  When students have an interest in forming a club, they can request 

a form from the front office, and after they select a sponsor for the club, they can begin meetings. We 

encourage participation in a group which research tells us keeps students positively involved in their 

education. 

  

8th Grade Lessons   
Our 8th graders participate lessons during the year related to their four year high school plan and the 

various endorsements available. As a culminating activity, our 8th grade students participate in JA 

Inspire, an event that allows them to have a bit of first-hand experience related to careers in the 

endorsement areas. This event typically takes place in February. 

 

Philanthropy  
We believe in giving back to the community and value philanthropic experiences for our students.  We 

partner with several groups on campus throughout the year in projects to benefit others, including:  Cy-

Hope, Food Bank, Breast Cancer Research Groups, Childrenôs Cancer Research Groups, and Area 

Homeless Shelters. 

  

VIPS   
Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS) participating in Cypress-Fairbanks ISD schools make a significant 

contribution to the education of children. Volunteers contribute in areas such as computer and science 

labs, cultural arts, clerical, career day programs, fundraisers, mentoring, public relations, tutoring and 

assisting in instructional areas. More information is located here:  http://www.cfisd.net/en/community-

involvement/community-engagement/volunteer/  
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